Immunohistochemical detection of human milk components aspirated in lungs of an infant.
We examined an autopsy case of an infant whose cause of death was suspected to be asphyxia due to human breast milk aspiration. In order to demonstrate aspirated milk in the lungs, we conducted immunohistochemical staining using eight antibodies against the components of human milk. Seven of the eight antibodies reacted positively with the substances suspected to be aspirated milk. We concluded that immunohistochemical staining with these antibodies is useful to demonstrate human milk aspiration and provide some keys for detecting the causes of unexpected infant deaths.